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Rome’s Sistine Chapel has been photographed in groundbreaking new
detail
Created by James Martin
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February 27, 2017 at 6:00 pm

The world‑famous artwork that adorns the walls and ceilings of the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican has been
photographed and documented in unprecedented detail, with over 270,000 digital frames having been created.
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The project was completed over the course of ﬁve years, with very few people knowing about it. It used advanced
digital photography to record Michelangelo’s famous work in incredible detail, with the aim of creating a
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photographs, with elements of The Last Judgement and the Creation of Adam being showcased as well as wall
frescoes that were painted by Perugino and Botticelli. Computer processing was used to stitch photographs
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Michelangelo’s The Creation of Adam has been photographed in stunning detail as part of the project. Image by Kevin Gessner / CC BY 2.0
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d detail, with over 270,000 digital frames having been created.
The photographs are due to be included in a limited edition, three‑volume set of publications featuring 870 pages.
Created as a joint venture between the Vatican Museums and Italy’s Scripta Maneant art publishers, the set will

cost approximately €12,000. The frescoes of the Sistine Chapel were last photographed between 1980 and 1994,

during restoration and cleaning work. The images from the project are being stored in a massive 30‑terabyte server
in the Vatican. Michelangelo ﬁnished the ceiling in 1512 before concentrating on the gigantic panel that depicts the
Last Judgement from 1535 to 1541.

Attractions

Italy

eclipse in the US with these tours
tona International Speedway
Museum dedicated to motorsports opens at Day‑
Washington DC is getting two cherry blossom‑
themed bars for the start of the season

Get the top travel news stories delivered straight to your inbox every weekday by signing up to our newsletter.
Art

Take advantage of this summer’s ﬁrst total solar

Photography

Print
SHARE THIS

Africa
A facial recognition tool could help the endan‑

Rome

SEND THIS

gered Lemur population of Madagascar

This 13‑year‑old boy discovered a 120 million‑
year‑old dinosaur tooth on a South African beach

<< Prev Post

Next Post >>

Scripta Maneant Edizioni
Direzione generale
RELATED STORIES
Centralino Unico
Via dell’Arcoveggio, 74/2
+39 051 223535
40129 Bologna
Numero Verde:
Referente: Anna Armaroli
800 144 944
segreteria@scriptamaneant.it
Logistica
www.scriptamaneant.it
Via Felice Cavallotti, 18
CF e Partita Iva
Reggio factory
Emilia
Vatican breaks the art 42122
An abandoned
in
Spot the diﬀerence? Dis‑
world’s glass ceiling byReferente:
ap‑
Rome has Francesco
been trans‑
puted Caravaggio goes on
02287750356
Iori

Have scientistsUfficio
captured footage
of the most elu‑
Impronta d’Artista
Estero
sive monkey in the world in the Congo?
www.improntadartista.it
foreigndepartment@scriptamaneant.it
Anna Armaroli
found in the Indian Ocean beneath
a.armaroli@improntadartista.it ‘Lost continent’Magnus
Edizioni
Mauritius
www.magnusedizioni.it
Ufficio Stampa
Asia
Silvia Gnoni
A disused railway line in Japan has been reborn as
ufficio.stampa@scriptamaneant.it
Rome’s Spanish Steps are
a unique tourist ride
open to the public again

pointing its ﬁrst female

formed into a free 24/7 art

display alongside the real

but no one is sure how to

museum director

museum

thing in Milan

protect them

See why Singapore has been named the world’s
greenest city

